
From: Theo Gavrielides  
Sent: 14 September 2009 16:16 
To: Theo Gavrielides 
Cc: Ewan Kennedy; Pavan Dhaliwal 
Subject: Update from the ROTA Coalition on the Single Equality Bill 
 
Dear colleagues and Coalition members, 
 
I hope you had a nice summer break. I wanted to update you on the latest 
developments on the Single Equality Bill and the work that we have been doing 
with Coalition members. 
 
Single Equality Bill update 
 

1. The Government Equalities Office (GEO) is beginning to develop an 
implementation strategy for the Bill. They have identified 3 areas: 
a. Communications to raise awareness across all sectors; 
b. Building capacity to deliver compliance; 
c. Effective enforcement so that people can assert their rights. 

 
We are very pleased with this plan which reflects our concerns stated in my letter 
to the Minister Michael Foster MP and Trevor Phillips, EHRC Chair (see coalition 
website for copies of the letters). ROTA sits on the GEO Senior Stakeholder 
Group and will continue to feed into this strategy. 
 

2. The EHRC has commenced work on the production of the Statutory 
Codes and Guidance. The driver for timing of guidance production is the 
commencement timetable for the Bill.  An indicative timetable is set out 
below. 

 
 

 Commencement date 
Royal Assent February or March 2010
Main provisions October 2010
Equality Duty (general and specific duties) April 2011
Dual discrimination April 2011
Socioeconomic disadvantage duty April 2011
Age in goods and services - general April 2012
Age in goods and services – financial services April 2012
Private sector transparency April 2013
Age in goods and services – health and social care TBA
 

3. The Consultation on the Specific Duties is currently open – the deadline is 
end of the month. GEO are also consulting on age discrimination – 
deadline is also 30th September. 

 
Winning the Race Coalition update 
 



1. To take forward the annual workplan, ROTA has formed an Action Group 
consisting of coalition members. The Action Group met on 08 September 
(minutes are attached). If you would like more information on the Action 
Group please do not hesitate to contact me or Pavan Dhaliwal.  

2. We have prepared a draft response to the GEO consultation on the 
specific duties. We collected evidence through events and interviews. We 
would like to make our response as informed as possible and hence ask 
all coalition members to complete the attached short questionnaire by the 
25th Sept the very latest. We have also attached our draft response which 
you are welcome to forward or use for your own responses. We would be 
grateful if in your responses you made reference to our response and 
coalition. 

3. We supported the EHRC in holding another roundtable with race 
stakeholders on the Single Equality Bill. Attached is the EHRC 
presentation on the production of the codes and guidance. Minutes from 
the meeting to follow shortly. 

4. We are in the process of developing training on the Single Equality Bill. 
This will be provided for free to third sector organisations. The training will 
be supported by training manuals and online material. It will involve a one 
day group session, case studies and follow up material. To express an 
interest please contact pavan@rota.org.uk  

 
You have received this email either because your organisation has signed up to the ROTA-led 
Winning the Race Coalition, or because you have asked us to add you to the coalition email list. 
For previous updates and information on the coalition please visit 
http://www.rota.org.uk/pages/WTRC.aspx If you no longer wish to receive updates from ROTA 
please email me. If you have received this email by mistake please accept my sincere apologies 
and inform us immediately so that we can remove you from the email list. If you have any 
negative or positive feedback on our updates, then we would love to hear from you. 
 
 

 
Dr. Theo Gavrielides 
Chief Executive 
Race On The Agenda 
Waterloo Business Centre 
117 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UL  
020 7902 11 77, Direct line 020 7902 1966, mobile: 07720057750 
www.rota.org.uk 
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this e-mail without the author's prior permission. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk 
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3425664 
 
If you have any doubts about the authenticity of an email purportedly sent by us, please 
contact Race On The Agenda immediately on 020 7902 1177. 
 
 
 
 


