
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Downing St,  

Westminster,  

London,  

SW1A 2AA 

 

17 April 2020 

 

CC: The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP (Home Secretary); The Rt Hon Matt Hancock (Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care); The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick (Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government) 

 

RE: CORE’S RESPONSE TO COVID19 

 

Dear Prime Minister Rt Hon Boris Johnson, 

The Coalition of Race Equality Organisations (CORE) is a collective of 22 BAME non-profit 
organisations. 

We appreciate this is a time of crisis and that the government has a large number of urgent and 
pressing issues. We also understand that the coronavirus can affect anyone and everyone, but at the 
same time some people are at greater risk, both in terms of the direct health impact and in terms of 
the wider social and economic consequences.  

We are writing with concerns about particular groups that are now known to be at greater risk, 
namely Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities. We are concerned about the short-term 
health impacts of Covid-19, the deeper causes of these outcomes, and the longer-term 
consequences on BME communities. 

The organisations that make up CORE are on the frontline of dealing with the Covid-19 outbreak and 
facing disproportionate impacts that we fear are not being adequately considered in the decisions 
being made by government and civil society leaders.  

 



As a collective of Race Equality charities who serve the needs of the country’s BAME population we 
wish to bring the nature of this disproportionality to the government’s attention, as well as urging it 
to carry out further research and take remedial action. 

 

Nine areas that need the government’s special attention: 

1. The deaths of health workers in the first weeks of April suggest that BAME health and care 
workers are at particular risk. We welcome the recently announced Government inquiry into this 
disproportionate impact.  To aid the search for answers we request that ethnicity is recorded in 
figures for both morbidity and mortality. An improvement in data collection will be vital in any 
future research into these stark disproportionalities and will be crucial to any sensible outcome from 
the Government inquiry. 

2. Key workers are at the frontline of the fight against the epidemic. BAME groups are over-
represented in the ranks of these key workers. As such they are also at more risk of contracting the 
virus themselves and then transmitting it to their families.  For this reason, we ask that the 
government ensure that key workers such as bus drivers, refuse collectors, delivery drivers, and 
care workers are provided with the necessary PPE as a matter of urgency. 

3. The racial disparity of police Stop and Search has long been an issue for the Black community, 
especially for young Black men. The police’s newly enhanced powers to enforce social distancing 
could exacerbate these issues if used inappropriately or disproportionately. We ask that the 
ethnicity of those that the police interact with is recorded, to ensure that this racial disparity 
doesn’t continue or escalate. 

4.  Prime Minister Boris Johnson was fulsome in his praise of those immigrant nurses who cared for 
him while in hospital.  The high numbers of migrants who work in the NHS has been a fact since the 
first wave of post war immigration in the 1950s. To continue in this spirit of gratitude, and to show it 
understands and values the migrant contribution to our society, the government should suspend or 
amend the current Immigration Bill. 

5. Prisons and detention centres can be a hotbed for transmission of the virus. For the sake of the 
prison population and also those who work with them we ask then that the government seek to 
reduce the UK’s prison population as a matter of urgency. 

6.  While international borders are closed and flights are suspended there is no prospect of any 
actual deportations taking place.  We therefore ask for a moratorium on all deportations and 
immigration detentions. Not only will this avoid prolonged periods in detention but also the 
increased likelihood of those detained contracting COVID 19. 

7. With schools closed and education now taking place exclusively in the home, children of lower 
income families will suffer disadvantage, the effects of which may stay with them for years to come. 
To help reduce this disadvantage we ask that the government offers IT support to lower income 
families and develops partnerships with the private sector to give a tablet or laptop to all those 
children in receipt of free school meals or living in poverty. (After housing costs are taken into 
account 59% of Bangladeshi children, 54% of Pakistani children and 47% of Black children live in 
poverty.) 
We have already written to education secretary Gavin Williamson to highlight our concerns around 
the issue of predicted A level grades having negative outcomes for BAME students 



8. The government is clearly concerned about the emotional and mental health impacts of Covid-19 
on the UK population as a whole. However, we ask you to acknowledge the disproportionate 
damage on mental health on the BAME population and ask that proper provision of mental health 
services is made available to these communities. Given the clear disproportionalities being 
experienced by BAME communities, it is essential that culturally appropriate counselling and 
therapeutic services are immediately put in place to support them. This is a public health issue and 
ignoring this approach will have disastrous implications for the fabric of our society going forward. 
We therefore ask that dialogue urgently takes place with key professional mental health and 
counselling bodies to address this issue. Critically this dialogue should ensure engagement with 
BAME specialists in the field as well as faith and community-based bodies. We are uniquely placed to 
advise on the key institutions and subject experts given our long-standing involvement on issues 
relating to Black mental health.  

 

9. There are between 9,000 -10,000 BAME charities and community organisations. Many of these 
organisations will currently be struggling to continue with their service delivery, unsure of any 
options for emergency support and if they fit with government schemes. 
BAME charity leaders and community groups have expressed concerns relating to the distribution of 
grants, contracts and other resources to BAME services and community projects that are often side-
lined 

 in this type of exercise. From Grenfell, to the Youth Endowment Fund, we’re seen that those that 
are closest in understanding where the most effective impact can be made are too often excluded 
from decision making   - with little influence on the process of eligibility, or the mechanisms of 
distribution of resources. Funding that has been ringfenced for charities working to address the 
effects of the pandemic, should be allocated to reflect this disproportionality, ensuring that smaller 
race equality charities are not overlooked. This should include Government funding as well as 
funding from the National Lottery  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Andy Gregg, Chief Executive of Race on the Agenda  

Kunle Olulode, Director of Voice4Change England  

Omar Khan, Director of Runnymede Trust 

Jabeer Butt, Chief Executive of Race Equality Foundation 

David Weaver, Independent Chair of CORE 

 

CORE, the Coalition of Race Equality Organisations, is comprised of a number of 
the leading organisations within the UK Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 
voluntary and community sector. The group’s membership base is drawn from a 
diverse range of regions including London, Birmingham, Manchester, Bristol, and 
Leicester. 
 

The Secretariat for CORE is provided by a partnership between Race on the 
Agenda (ROTA) and Voice4Change England (V4CE). 



 

 

CORE Members 

Black Training and Enterprise Group (BTEG) 

Black South West Network (BSWN) 

BME National 

BRAP 

Caribbean and African Health Network 

Council of Somali Organisations 

Croydon BME Forum 

Friends, Families and Travellers 

JCORE 

JUST West Yorkshire 

Manchester BME Network 

Migrants’ Rights Network 

National BAME Transplant Alliance (NBTA) 

OLMEC 

Operation Black Vote (OBV) 

Race on the Agenda (ROTA) 

Race Equality Foundation 

Race Equality Matters 

Runnymede Trust 

South Asian Health Action (SAHA) 

The Traveller Movement 

UKREN 

Voice4Change England 

 

 


